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ABORTION LEGISLATION 

Petition 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [2.05 pm]: President, I present an e-petition containing 3 023 signatures 
couched in the following terms — 

To the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia in 
Parliament assembled. We the undersigned… 

1. Are distressed to learn that last year alone there were 8,551 abortions in our State, including 76 at 
a late-stage of pregnancy and 71 “justified” because the unborn child was suspected of having Down 
syndrome; 2. Note the Premier’s statement on the first day of Parliament this year that his Government 
intends to “modernise our abortion laws to make safety, privacy and dignity an absolute right”; 3. Call on 
the State Government to affirm that Western Australia is a State that has compassion for both pregnant 
mothers and unborn children irrespective of the circumstances of the pregnancy; 4. Appeal to the State 
Government to ensure that any purported modernisation of our State’s law include the ending of the 
disability discrimination that has seen so many lives taken of those with Down syndrome; and 5. Request 
that the Legislative Council ensure any amendment legislation enshrines the safety, privacy and dignity 
of unborn children suspected of having Down syndrome and other conditions compatible with life. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[See paper 2401.] 
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